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Master Class Cross - Examination 
A WEBINAR BROADCAST one hour and 30 minutes including questions. 

16.00 – 17.30 on Thursday 25 June 2020 - £60 plus VAT. 
 

Deputy High Court Judge Stuart Isaacs QC 
will preside over the cross-examination of two experienced expert witnesses by senior barristers in 

a live roleplay with tips on how to handle cross-examination. 
 

 
Legal Experience Training is delighted to offer you the opportunity to join a live master-class role play. You 
will learn from watching intensive cross-examination of two experienced expert witnesses by two senior 
barristers. You will be provided with extracts of the experts reports and a summary of the evidence ahead of 
the session to assist your learning. You can then put yourself into the shoes of the two experts and consider 
how you would handle the cross-examination! 
 
Experts give evidence infrequently and benefit from refreshing and developing skills in handling challenging 
cross-examination. The intensive cross-examination role play of two experienced experts with detailed 
feedback will assist experts to understand how to handle robust cross-examination while remaining clear, 
honest, objective and helpful. The importance of preparing to answer questions by evaluating strengths and 
weaknesses in the evidence and using objective reasoning will be demonstrated. 
 
Learning outcomes. 
 Identify what topics that will come up under cross-examination and how you will handle them 
 Consider how you will demonstrate the factual/evidential basis for your opinion  
 Being familiar with key documents that may be referred to during cross-examination 
 Give evidence with confidence, clarity and confidence 
 Delivery of a well- reasoned objective opinion and consideration of alternative methods and facts 
 Anticipate and deal with strengths and weaknesses in the expert evidence on both sides 
 Effective communication of complex technical evidence and reasons for agreement or disagreement 
 Handle challenging cross-examination techniques 
 Assist a decision maker understand the facts and underlying methodology used to reach a conclusion 
 
 
Role - play participants include: 
Stuart Isaacs QC Deputy High Court Judge and Arbitrator. Wilberforce Chambers, London. 
Michael Stokes BA MSc PGD Legal Skills FRICS, MCIArb. Senior Managing Director Ankura. 
Matthew Finn LLM FCIOB FRICS FCIArb MCInstCES. Managing Director (Quantum Expert) Ankura. 
Daniel Lewis, Barrister, Wilberforce Chambers, London. 
Penny Harper MA (Oxon) Solicitor, Director, Legal Experience Training. 
 
Full CVs PTO. 
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Stuart Isaacs QC Deputy High Court Judge and Arbitrator. Wilberforce Chambers, London.       
Recognised as a leader at the Bar in all of his areas of practice, Stuart Isaacs QC is conspicuous for his 
exceptional legal and technical knowledge and abilities. Noted in legal directories as having a practice of 
international standing, he is also commended for his ‘tactical head’ and as being a ‘strong litigator’ and 
‘superb tactician’ who ‘gets results that others only dream of’. “...possess[ing] a fine legal mind and is 
articulate, persuasive and extraordinarily efficient”   He is ‘highly rated’ by Legal 500. 

Stuart has an established reputation as a barrister specialising in international commercial arbitration and 
litigation, with a particular focus on London and Asia. He was the first London QC to be authorised to 
practise as a foreign lawyer in Singapore. Stuart advises and represents clients in court and arbitration 
proceedings worldwide. He sits regularly as an arbitrator and is a Deputy Judge of the High Court of 
England and Wales. 

With an almost exclusively international focus, his practice covers the range of heavy commercial disputes. 
Stuart is highly experienced in international commercial arbitration and investment treaty arbitration, both as 
counsel acting for the parties and as a much in-demand arbitrator. 

Stuart has also given expert evidence on English commercial law issues in courts and arbitration tribunals 
in a number of overseas jurisdictions. These have included courts and tribunals in New York, Singapore, 
Italy and Israel, in the form of both written opinions and oral evidence. 

    Michael Stokes BA MSc PGD Legal Skills FRICS, MCIArb. Senior Managing Director Ankura.        
    Michael Stokes is an internationally recognised quantum expert, with more than 30 years of experience in 

the construction industry. Michael has worked across all industries, but his core areas of expertise include 
rail (systems and rolling stock), power and process plants, pipelines, offshore platforms, stadia, major 
commercial buildings, including high-rise, and major infrastructure projects including ports, highways, 
tunnels, and airports. 

He is regularly appointed as an independent expert on complex and high-value disputes. His core discipline 
is quantum, but he has also provided effective evidence in relation to delay and the standard of 
performance of quantity surveyors and project managers. Having been instructed in arbitration or litigation 
on more than 50 occasions, Michael has testified in a number of forums and jurisdictions including the UK, 
France, Denmark, UAE, Qatar, and Australia. 

Some of Michael’s notable appointments as an independent quantum expert include a multibillion-dollar 
dispute in connection with a new metro system in the Middle East, an offshore platform termination case, a 
500km LNG gas pipeline in Australia and a 5,000 TPD cement plant in Qatar. All of these cases involved 
complex quantum issues including quantum meruit, valuation at and losses arising from termination and 
complex disruption analysis. 

Who’s Who Legal Arbitration Expert Witnesses 2019 says 
Michael Stokes impresses market commentators with "his efficiency, his commercialism and his practical, 
client-friendly approach". They add, "He has an impressive presence before clients and tribunals." 
Who’s Who Legal Construction Expert Witnesses 2019 Global Elite Thought Leader says 
Michael Stokes is "very highly regarded" for quantum and delay matters, with interviewees lauding him as 
"an excellent expert witness". He is adept on disputes involving both quantum and delay issues and has 
strong international experience. 
Who’s Who Legal Expert - Construction- Quantum and Delay 2019 Global Elite Thought Leader 
Michael Stokes is a highly skilled expert with over 30 years’ experience of construction quantum and 
delay matters in arbitrations and litigation across the UK, Australia, Qatar and Denmark. 
 
Matthew Finn LLM FCIOB FRICS FCIArb MCInstCES. Managing Director, Ankura.                                                 
Matthew Finn  has experience in claims preparation/avoidance, arbitration, adjudication, mediation, and 
quantum expert witness appointments in building, civil engineering, nuclear, rail, oil and gas, and building 
services. Matthew has worked in the construction industry as a chartered quantity surveyor and chartered 
construction manager in both consulting and contracting organisations. He has worked on a range of 
projects for major contractors and consultancies on projects for private, corporate, and public body clients. 
He has advised both main and specialist contractors on commercial management, contractual issues, and 
the negotiation of final accounts, claims, and adjudications preparation and defence. 

Matthew has been appointed on many occasions as a CPR part 35 quantum expert on construction related 
disputes. He has given oral evidence in UK litigation on several occasions under both traditional cross-
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examination and under concurrent evidence commonly known as hot tubbing. In addition to several 
quantum CPR part 35 expert appointments in litigation, Matthew has also acted as a quantum and delay 
expert in mediation and adjudication. He is listed in the RICS Expert Witness Accreditation Service included 
on the expert referral panel. He has  successfully completed the Legal Experience Training Advanced 
Professional Award in Expert Witness Evidence (LETAPAEWE). Matthew is an adjudicator and arbitrator 
and sits on various adjudication and arbitration panels, such as the CIArb (Business Arbitration Scheme). 
He is an arbitrator/ADR Official of CEDR and is included on Vantage10 panel for mediators and experts on 
cross-border, high value, multijurisdictional litigation. Matthew also is a practitioner for Dispute Boards 
MENA (Middle East and North Africa). 

Prior to undertaking expert appointments, Matthew’s professional experience included regional 
management roles within the building and civil engineering divisions of major contractors, managing 
multiple complex large value projects. His experience whilst working for contracting organisation was also in 
claims and dispute resolution. Matthew has experience and knowledge of working under all different types 
of contracts within building and civil engineering projects, including but not limited to, JCT, NEC, ICE, 
FIDIC, PFI, Procure 21, Procure 21+, EFA Design & Build, SCAPE, and PPC 2000. He also regularly 
provides training to large contracting companies on JCT and NEC forms of standard contracts. 

Who's Who Legal says: Matthew Finn is a "very enthusiastic and on-the-ball" practitioner who has a strong 
practice in the litigation space. Instructing counsel comment that "he pays good attention to detail and his 
ability to think creatively is very helpful”.  

 
Daniel Lewis, Barrister, Wilberforce Chamber, London.                                                                                             
Dan undertakes a broad range of commercial and company claims, including arbitrations and shareholder 
claims.Dan is highly experienced in the full range of personal and corporate insolvency litigation, 
particularly in cases with an international element.  

He acts for and against directors in respect of claims by liquidators, particularly where tax mitigation 
schemes have been entered into. He regularly represents officeholders in respect of professional 
negligence claims. 

“Highly popular in the market for his advocacy style and personable manner. He undertakes wide-ranging 
insolvency work with a particular emphasis on claims arising from participation in tax avoidance schemes. 
He is also well regarded for his handling of professional negligence claims both for and against insolvency 
office holders. He is noted for his expertise in international insolvency matters” (Chambers and Partners, 
2020) 
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